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Minister Linares visits Gorham’s Cave and other heritage sites 
 

Last Friday, the Minister with responsibility for Heritage, the Hon Steven Linares, 
visited Gorham’s Cave where he was briefed by Gibraltar Museum personnel on 
recent research at the site, findings and the plan ahead for the summer excavations. 
Minister Linares also visited installations related to the site which have been recently 
transferred by MoD. This included a visit to Monkey’s Cave Convalescent Hospital, 
which is being considered for development as a multi-purpose research-storage-
interpretation facility. “It is Government’s aim to push quickly for World Heritage 
Status and it is important that I should be familiar with the issues that need resolving” 
said Mr Linares. 
 
Mr Linares also visited Forbes’ Quarry, the site of the 1848 discovery of the Gibraltar 
1 Neanderthal skull. The Government of Gibraltar included the development of this 
important site to commemorate this important discovery in its election manifesto. The 
Minister was shown the site and briefed on ongoing problems of vandalism. Mr 
Linares said that he was appalled by the actions of people who seemed intent on 
causing wanton damage. It is Government’s intention to put a stop to such activities 
here and elsewhere on the Rock. “I have briefed my staff to carry out an exercise on 
who is responsible for each heritage site on the Rock. Many seem to fall in limbo.” 
The review was discussed at the first meeting of the Heritage Action Committee 
chaired by the new Minister and the Gibraltar Heritage Trust will be involved in the 
preparation of the report. 
 
Minister Linares was also shown the Museum’s Field Station at Parson’s Lodge, 
where he was briefed on plans for the site. “I am very impressed by this site and by 
the way the museum has managed to keep the place in good shape considering it 
has done so without a budget” said Minister Linares. “I am keen to support the 
museum’s plans for future use of the site to include the field station, an educational 
facility and a programme of guided visits for the public. I have also suggested that the 
venue might be opened for well-managed functions in the future.” 
 
In a hectic schedule that started at 8am and finished late in the evening, Minister 
Linares also visited the museum’s facilities and met its small team. “I am amazed 
how much work is done here by such a small team. It goes to show how much can 
be achieved with commitment, passion and dedication” concluded the Minister.  
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A fitting end to the day was a visit to Stay Behind Cave where the Minister was 
shown the secret site that had been designed to house military personnel in the 
event of the Nazis capturing the Rock during the Second World War. “We have so 
much on the Rock that an entire day has been insufficient to see it all...” said the 
Minister; “but it gives me great hope for the future and the protection of our heritage 
and its sympathetic exploitation for tourists and locals alike.” 
 

 
 

 
 

 


